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My journey to Changsha in 1946 and my three years as a Yali 

Bachelor were the start of a life-transforming adventure that 

has yielded lifelong rewards over nearly seven decades. Among 

these are Chinese and international colleagues, loyal students, an 

extended family,  memorable travels, cross-cultural relationships, 

global vision and personal maturity. A modest organization like 

Yale-China with a clear sense of purpose, a dedicated staff, and 

highly motivated volunteers can still make a difference after one 

hundred years. I expect it to go on doing so.

 

 James A. Scherer, Yale B.A., 1946 

 Yale-China Teaching Fellow, 1946-1949

 Yale-China Member, 1950 - 2010

YALE-CHINA SURGEONS: Older, English-speaking Chinese physi-

cians, ostracized during the Cultural Revolution in China wished 

to acquire up-to-date knowledge and skills.  Through a program 

developed while I was Chairman of Surgery at Yale, 1975-1985, our 

Department sponsored surgeons from Changsha to come to New 

Haven for this purpose.

China’s one-child policy had attracted Dr. Sun Pei Wu to the high-

ly-specialized Pediatric Cardiac Surgery.  Years later, I witnessed 

excellent surgical care in Changsha, where the surgeons devised 

such creative solutions to fewer resources as Sun Pei Wu’s mitral 

valves to replace diseased valves, personally made from silk. 

Incredible Yale-in-China experience!

 Arthur Baue, MD

 Yale, Chief of Surgery, 1975-1985



“America,” one of the students remarked, “is full of old people 

who love China.”  The other ELIS and I, recounting our stu-

dents’ impressions of the Yale-China Centennial, had  a good 

laugh over the student’s thought.  And yet it makes me won-

der about representativeness; how did our students, meeting 

young and  idealistic Yalies, understand America through us?  

Do my students sitting in my Kentucky classroom, view China 

through me?  I reassure myself with the thought that these are 

only first steps; our job is to awaken curiosity, not to fulfill it.  

And if, we begin by presenting our best selves, an element of 

the idealism of youth will remain in future encounters.  

 Denise Ho, Yale B.A., 2000 

 Yale-China Teaching Fellow, 2000-2002

When I was a student at Yale, I would walk past the little red 

house that contained the YCA offices.  I had no idea what it 

was, and assumed it was a cultural center for Chinese stu-

dents.  Little did I know then how important YCA would be to 

me, and how familiar that little red house and what it repre-

sents would become. From its muscular Christian tradition to 

its current form, YCA has helped to forge cross-cultural under-

standing and friendships.  I am so pleased to be a part of YCA, 

teaching and learning in a long tradition of mutual respect.

 Kristopher Fennie, MPH, Ph.D.

 Yale-China Trustee, 2006-present
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